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' CHAPTER XIL

Bending orer Pratt I put to him the usual

Mittia question under such clrcuuietaucaj;
Pratt are you aliver

I

' TYuff, are ynn nlire.n

The wrrils raiiio frun him iti a f.s-'bl-

shilling tone:
, no! not that wnv The l.ud's higher

ri' h, too!"
I nmiift ji' 1 to liim ofT the di"lf. Fur-

ther I rmild no'. Tin' nrdv route
Slime ivoiini) in pltves 111 h nit iinj''cuorn or

t.hf mountain si'voral hunln' 1 f t ht':i-J:iiihi- r

iil.ive tli' fnaminj river, wli.w a
mould man iicil.nl nil his slr.'iitli o:.J nerve
t. Vt'.'ji a sun footing.

"Tlwm mi:it fellows nro sharp. .la k Hill-ym- r.

ii.iii 1 vi.'u li.ik-- s your next l!-- of
rr.fi.1 (1,-a- thrM-.u'h- . llr.n n straw through

d.wab stick if 'tain't J. a- -; don't put pork
in till latH ImiifJ so you run iua.sh
Vm eLw, hard as nx-ks.'- '

:S h rainbl.-- on. Hit wnrl conornln?
the uiiut jojil' mgg.tl to inn Hroivr'
TYraark ns to their curiosity his

fiiarii .vui&yi irid their whi'mi!ut. 1'ratt
fcvi1i-ntlv il. lirioux 1 thought to utiliza

ha wit wandering and sal 1:
" Jid the mint people wen 1 von up hereT
"Tut Ireh salt on a bird's tail, an' yrnill
stfc a. vea-a- l asleep," was his reply. Then

Im mini e.T.l to leap into th oM ihstiii"L
"It ri-- b mighty rich and thy caa't hold
if aJL"

The tliinz to 1 1on wm to get Pratt to
m 4r)?B. Evidently hi brain wn anVtM

r--y On? wounl I kit him aul hurriI to
HfllTear.

Their ca'-i- wn ho"!t a thousand wsrw in
the ds en enrelo of cotton drillimf
alxil I'iklV '.la frarn. There n nr

TVfi V r to kn-- k a?ain or any ot)T
trtii'1 to roa fie inmato save by callirt;.
Oil 4: L bi:t Hiny.ar raM ileoping thn

r--f tie J"i'"t At Kt, nt ( patieoo I I
jilrtinJ a rc k IntA the fmS stnifnr. It
rure thr".:;li th;-- doth. Hiilyear reply wa
a wt. Li.h was u t U woniere--l at

V'.rbv"tj snke. HiUyr, den t fin! It'
a. I've koal Pratt. HeV hurt badly," 1

Whr.' mer' avked HiHTear, after mr',
Jais pwki of wen .

1 h'-A- him fv'kiTishi pirtil ""jtI-ftit- er.

CflBV hei) ir. Rvt a.t ll(w.n
therewith a 1

I

I ,

(rrw not n it t trying to frame an
fcfr- - into t.io-- ' or jwerin,; out to got an j

"i;n t n. I

"Ain't yt rvenins'" I cried at last "Ar
s. r u ) nio eet Pratt down. Hull

Sm hu',lls w (j"t to him."
, "fw-l- i I you corn ti flu 1 hioir
rjune at'len'h from Mr. Hillyenr's lipi,
witb a rt of c!otiisli judicial gravity.

Vood heiiveiw!" I Kjii.l. "Will you utay

fhrrr all niht mi 1 ask iii. stions, wlillo your
urtner it bl' liir to ihvitll! Do you Klip--rrt- st

I'd pet out of my bed to stand uul a.ll

here like n fool for notliiuj;("
the nmsH." n ii'l n vol e in tlm

uWkness. U wns Hill Sefter, v.lio live I

1"int an eighth of ft mile distuiit. lb had
rouse 1 by tho shot nil I till) sound of

Vli(T".
"I've, foiiul Prntfc bttdly hurt on Scrub

mouritain, an I am trying to Ret llillyeir to
. me down wi ll him Hillyenr won't, be-

lli w i. ie, mi 1 tint's what's tli.i matter."
' JliJIear, s"t up! Do.i't bj ;i f.jol," s.iid

',r.
HjJhear lini'K- - rcj.li.'d: "All-rk'- ht! V:n

roniin' !"' wTh mi expression ni if Im hid
Km) do doubts .11 to t!io p nuiii 'll 'si of til l

new, tiiel ha I but moiiic-iiljiril- heard of it,
Our flirty fi ached I'r.i't, h";e I ha l left

'..in. "iViili r a!; dillieiilly wo nrina 'd to

r"y hint down th inouutahi. Mis utt'T
n "t ii t'l mi v down nil l ore vaguely on

i'i.-- rt lent and th i last m eu of hi ll

r: 1 i I'ouscioiH while ill hil riht
i ,il T S l'ter, tli ' infi' upu'.l'. To

I ku '.v not ho.v much orho.v l'.'tl i

it., c.iiii th y coiu evel. To niys 'If y
u.-i- n .oil., of (jir.it un,.asiu..,i. Tlry
'! " tii-s- t o:i t h ivi of our c!aim. Nivtt,
ifb-- v Tfiib! I'ouliriti a mi .pieiou, which, if not
il'in.1y d.-v- . l ;.. 1, I kn .v wai likely to bv
lr"uh t'ie sinjulir cir 11111 .taneiM attend
.1: V my H i lin I 'r it' n fir up Scrub iincri
Tiin in tb d '.i l of li;;ht. It he 'de l but

of his delirious u'tef.n.M to ma!;.
.! re n that w h id ipi in eli. I.

l ia't 111 Ins ca'.in. .sTler, wiio.e
- :nosity win evi lnlly much aroused, s;iid to

jut whit I cKpcoto I he would:
"'How del you come to tin. t Pratt away U

l)..Trr
I tohl S. ftcr th it I heard Pratt' voji-- e in

tV ttijrht up t'l'- - 111 oiiul iin, which was trn,
Hilt ti't in tli sens.. 1 left S.rtcr to infer.
3 h: )d tint cii-.;.i:- i was jiisiitiablo under tie
l rrrutnstaiiee. It's not s liiu.li whit w.

lU IJ)t may di'iiae us as the construction
jr Vi ed on it. by tho. it may l,e told to I'll

4,1' Iv way 1 kn or when certain iiii. stin:s
jTsKed that linny pcopl will n-- k, to avoi'

evasion or iititruthfuhn's-.- , is to siiy "it's non
1 your busiius." That. 11s is now

iitjtuti' 1 mid loinplu ii! .l, Would bj ijiii
i

"I vijiuhr who bo!. him!" contiiuiMl
tTnlier.

".Shot )iims.-if- . maybe." 1 p'p'icl.
"Qaeer bu in.s, nnvway." wns S. ft.

Cud nurark. 11s h" trudged 1.1T h in-- .

I ttw I y Im 'eviiier tint h. w.n full ..j

ccirwity, "" I t. u,i i'u, I of cm y w(llii,i

von full "f thvirii-- s as to tin ,,f

J''.n.iJ 1 hurt, mi l th it a.s cui'i'Uiily uitl
HhrtnM r5 coi:ti"ioiiN li would in u t.lioi'1
tiJ.-- . inoml.n'.e all I'u'l 11 ir with them.

5ext day I i t.l 1'rntt. His li.ad hr.d
bhpa hurt ioi'U bv Uie L.t'.l and tlm full. Tim
1 fcUtt h.id pishisl the V inple not very do-'pl-

Vie Mi'"Uion front tnu fall weined to have
' rifit ff.,t,'l him. That one or other oi

wounds had cffii-te- hi brain waa ver

vkt with'C.it the pompous dis luration of

the j'livsi i.iu, who h.vl 'ueeti suiiinioiiI, to
4L1mL t'lTect

Fefter was preneut whan I entonvL Pratt
was lying u hU IkmI silent, but the. slftht of

me sivmod to excito his brain to action, ami

wt in motion the thought, Hfues and emo-

tions common to tho oecuneuce at tho clniin.
They ran ilangerou-sl- near, but did not ac-

tually reveal 1110 on a particijuitor.
'.Ho hnils! no notices!" ho cried, Trotty

wav to hold a claim."
"What claim, Prattr said Reftor.
The sick man's eya fell on Hefter with a

gleam of running. "No claim," he said,

"We're afUr rattkwnako oil. Hunting snakes
In the chnpparaL There' ono now on the
kd. If ver not off while I count ten, I'll

put a Mill thiougu ya. uno iwo-turco-- oh!"

and he shrieked aa if with polo.
Hillyear spoke:
"Jlemu t Im kopt quiet It la the doc

The doctor says his sary
bnillum i oniethlng or other."
"Queer busineos queer biutinrasl" wa Ref

ter's nunark, n wo left the h.mso together.
"I think h(i' had a khooMu' wrajie w ith some
body."

Broener roturnod 1 felt that I rould now
shift a part of the tuilnesa to other shoul-
ders.

Ho heapl H17 storr. At Its conclusion
he settle I lck ntid lunched.

"Hegular dimo novel, isn't itT said he.
'

'Wrltfl it, print it, sell it. Well, young man,
you're improving rapidly. 1 coiigrntiilnt" j

you. I couldn't have wished you anything
letter than tho you've gone
tlipiuglu You iieeed it. You're the kind
that must lo put in very hot wutcr to draw
anything out of you."

"But won't ftiM put all r.ull Par on the
UOi-ii- t of the 'IluukT I nke 1.

"Kii-st- , Ict'i compoiin.l Some whisky with
su'nr, lemons nnd nutmeg. I'.eforo wo talk
business fix things so ns to make busi
li Si a pieiLsure, not by pouring the stuif
down raw us the fouls do ut tho store yond. r,
but ln-s- s up the fluid decently nnd t.isto.
fully U foro we put it down. There would
In- far less drunkards: if every man was com-ts'lle- .l

bv law to dress no and trim 1111 his
drinks in this way liefore In swallowed
tliem." lie continue.1 ns In- - sipjio 1 his punch:
"Make yourwlf usy. Holder, about the
claim. You have llxed that all right, or tho
IVites have for you. Pratt won't go up
tlvro for a while, now that his wits are
knocked out of his head, which for our piir-fss.- (

is lttr fur than knocking them out of
his body. 1'ecauso I'm f.xil enough to Im

lieve that if his w its were out of his Uxly
they'd bo in much r shajm to
como back and reveal our
than aa they now are ihalm'd to a
cracked skull, and therefore in bad work-

ing order. Hillyear, fpm what you say, is,
1 jinL-e- . only an appendage of Pratt's, and
not aide to do anything without him. At all
events, I'll find out soon. As for the 'Hank,'
I think I've got tho cream out of it already.
It's only a feeder tf somo bigger vein in the
mountain. That ran lay for awluk. I've
got four or five raclie of quartz up there
that I havent (Jjowti you. We'll get it all
down this week and hush up things for tho
present. There's, I think, your fair share of
divvy, so far aa we've gone," and he jmt in
my hands; a mint certificate of deiosit for
114,000. "If the rock tliatjs imoel out given
down as I think it will, you'll have as much
more coming to yon. Aro you satisfW!"

Katisfiisl! Iai than a year from home and
the finKHmwirof what in Kastport w as deemed
a "'in-il- l fortune." I:i tho well-wor- phrase,

wanted to "lwr forth my tliankt"
I snid: "I wish I ciul fi ly express my

feoling aul gratitude en voil"
l'I'i jr'.ad you tau t." sai 1 Proenr. iribT-piT'U-

me. "It a grxxl tiling for y.u
U't you can't I hato effusiveness. You
may in jart thank your reticon 'o nnd

for what you call your
hick. I don't want any gushers almt tne,

Iid.. vou've earn- - I wJiat you go'. every
cent of it Fatepuo you mil me together,
.,,,1 with that out It in voir wav. There s

no thanks nor gratitude ' the matter. 1

hate people always overwhelmed with gr iti--

tud. They're the sort who, if ever they
j0 y0, whnt's called a favor, never forget it,
... I In i.tf.wt wnnk tn lm mfl for it forever
HftTwarl. Let's change th suhjwt. There's

traveling theatM company at Chinese
Camp to night IiOt'n go and see the show.
You need n clnngo trom l'ie nasny nuz--

fird spyinz and lio.lv hunting budnes. (ii t
Ilankius horse, IU tana nunc, ami we 11

gallop over there."
On applying, Jlr. it in kin aul no wouin

gladly hire me his horse. The animal, he
added, was vicious, shi 'd nt his own shadow,

bueked' frequently and had lnvn tit.' death
of two men. As we wore leaving li caUea
out to lipxner: "Tho coroner lives at 0110

end of the camp and is lightenin' on an in
ni"st when sober, ihe undertaker livi"s at
theothir. You'd better tak.) tlio cloth for
tho young man' shroud nlong with you.
Thev kuo.v that horso up there, and al way..
put n;i extra ten ce:its a yir I 01 whitw liucii
when they see him comln'."

It aiiollici- - world iu that laud when
riding by night. Tho Min i hot glar. was
gone. The nir aft r ni vlil f ill was always

o il nnd refreshing, for it enme olf the snow
banks on the Sierra summit.. I Mir horses
were full of lifo and Apparently as jlad to
make the trip as oufsclv.-;- . I In lifu ol the
horse scents to add life to the rider, provid
ing he is 11 "horseman." I'istinee. at night
seems nuiioti HLs more like a dream
t tae travels forward without so much of thai
mental straining to reach one point ult.--

another 11s do so often our unhappily consti-
tuted burn ing minds in tin day tinn.

So gitlloped Hroener and I, regarding those
myriad binning wonder of ull ages tho
stars.

"l.t's of 'cm, aren't there.'" said he.
"The stars! Yes."
"Small potatoes we are under them.

Smaller than ants in comparison, and moving
about 011 this planet for these shining atom
we nil gold. I wonder, now, of what im
portaitiv jmor Pratt, it he hud his seiws,
would consider that biggi-s- t star alongside 01

a pun full of dust. Pratt would tru.lo Ycua
lor it qunrtx claim."

"Stars, sMMiilation, immortality, etc.," said
Itroi lier, as we pmIo on. "The tlu-c- c stsiii to
(.'o together; or, nt all events, stars always
start one on tlnisc topics. 1 wonder w hat we
arc, any way who we are, where wo came
from, and nil the rest. I nm a certain amount
of life and intelligence! in a body. Body's
only a garment, a wrap, a machine. Hit a
.1 pu t of the body hard enough, just our
blow, and in one sts-oii- life's nil gone, and
with it the 'gumption' I've been storing up

lor years. Hit it not. quite ns luird, like the
crack poor Pratt gave himself, and the intel
ligence Mays but goes to tlin.lers all hurly-- i

urlv. l'ri bletn: when you Imiv n hole w ith
a bullet through a ncms lend, rims all hi
ilitell. t go out through that hole, nnd, if so,
when does it go t..! an I might there not be

some iiiiv ol p'lttmg a K;c.:- T of luisin luiiler
mi li 11 mans 1. 1 I when he's living, nnd
coil, ( ting his int. 'lig. e s, his quicu sals
lor one's iwu Use, j'lt its they U

tr.s.s for maple sugar! Well, one thing's
c rtain: wci-.- i here, anyway, and I put
it uii tlm4, the hc-- t pl.10 to gi t all the
fun we can out cf it bo.v. sou!, mind, spirit
nnd niw other little addition tin- - thisilogiaiis,
pliilo.-s- . ph. ni.d iiieUipliii.iuii.s cau ta. k on
us."

We role into tho "'ainix" In the language
of tin tine, It was "bilfn'." The theatre
company had brought in miners fpmi far and
near. Il u single straight street Praia
very door and win low on either kids poured

a CwUl of b.hl. fur ';rj- Uoojv on tie tft.

or wnoa or ciom, wan eithnr store. a
loon, gambling tt-n-t or homo place of public
resort .Sidewalk, street and houses wen
alike full of meiu The "fandango" wti
alp-oil- in full blast Flere, alone, wen
seen women dark-skinne- d setiorita-- s iu whiU
drcKNca, some having their waisU incirclod
by broail bands of pure gold Hiders wore
momentarily coming in, some urging their
horses at a breakneck pace through the street
The air was filled with a medley of sound- s-
music, shouts, laughter, the hum of several
hundred voices gathered in so small an area,
the clink of glasses and an occasional yell
from bonie miner giving rent in this way U
the emotions within him developed by whisky.

"Come," said Broener. "Let's take a look
at tho fandango. Everybody goes then
cither to dance or look on. It's not the low
dance house of aa old city. You will find
there tho lending merchants of the place
the banker, the lawyer, the judge, and all
tle other present pillar of society, in thu
new world of adventurers. Society here,
you we, is in a state of effervescence, and
everybody's at the top. Hence there s now
no bottom. Nor are them Mexican and Chil
eanean girls like; the 'abandoned' of our
American or English cities. They don't get
drunk, won't pick your jKicket, and
though morality situ lightly on them, still
they have a certain respect for tbeinselvet
which kecW them out of gutters."

We went in. Broener was soon whirling
one of these tawny ulxnit iu a waltz.
I followed his example. Tho duui.'e over, wi

ui

'A A -'

5

J foUcnced hi esrnmple.

"treated" our partners at the bar, as cus-

tomary, b harmltws so la, the O'.ily leverage
they t.Kik. made a pretence of drinking our-selve- s

and left for the theatre.
A.s we were entering the theatre Broener

aid: "You must go home alone I
hhall not return till some timo

C'HAITER XIIL
KIKPRISK.

Tlio )lay wiih "Othello." It was a farce
relative to proierties and mounting. Two
wings of the sigiilx)ard style of art had to
Kerve all tlio sceuij deiimiuLs of tin piece.
Tho "dreiulful liell" was the tocsin of tho
Placer hotel, borrowed for the occasion, and
its tones recognized )y somo of the
lioarders drew from them tho cry, "Timo
for Hang's luudi." Tho jculous Moor was
commented on as tho "nigger," and during
tho entire performimco was mado a target
from tho demonstrative jKirtiou of tho
audience for a running flio of combined
criticism nil 1 admonition, not friendly in its
ch.ua Ur, and evidently basel on tho sec-

tional prejudices of those who, coming from
the south, h sked w ith no favor on a "nigger"
for daring to aspir.) to the haul of a wuiU;
maiden. Their ethnological research had
never discriminated lietween Misir and
Ethiopian. Iago was the fnvorito of the
house, more nnd moro as tho drama ad
vniiced, itud as he, playing on tho Moor's

emotions, modi him more and more miser-

able, one enthusiastic commentator liawlel
out as encourageinetit: "That's right! sock

it to him!''
I occupied with Broener ons of tho two

dingy recesses on either siibof the stage, dig-

nified by the trnnio of "lioxes," an I hdd at
each" for the night His kern apprecia-

tion of the part continually played by tho
audieii e, his h 'arty relish of thj total faduro
to impress them with aught of the serious-
ness of the play, an 1 his iustaui detoc jou of
every ludicrous poiat brought about by tin
uiisllt i.:' the drain 1 relative to tin time, torn

jier and clm-i- .'t r of nine tentln of tho lonk-jr- s

on, ma In hii so ietv to 111 ; equivalent to a
tlni co.ii 'ly playelsiiiuiltaiieou.ly with the
piece set b d'ora u .

Iu reality nn iy of thesi rough fel'iv.vs

jcre critics, In their way, of no mean order,
hough (hems dves entirely unaware of it. I

U n'.i that Hi ir jears of isolation from the
onventional life of tho ol lor settled locali-

ties from which they origin illy camo, and
th . laeli of sham and pretence in the life they
now lei. In I iiuiekenc 1 their min i to dis--

riiiiiiiatc between wliat was natural nun
what w.n artilieial what was aetisi wun
e.il emotion an 1 whit wai merely stilted

uec :liu.i!io;i, as much o the i'iec! iH'lore
,va. s on tli pirr fif th 1 pri ieip.i'. c'.iaraet r.

So, w lic i bigo's w if win, il will lm re ncm- -

IkmoI, is bill lhtle prominent 111 tun first a'-tio-

of ibis drama, stigmati. 'd her Kcliciiung

husband nnlwUh'd for a whip to scourge
such .scoundrels through the wor.d, thu house

'rose to her."
1 had ceased to nnv 11111 h nt tent inn to the

play.ls'ing more interested in the mo ley and
tuinultuous audience. Hut the voice of this
act rcss MH'ini'd strangely familiar.

I regards I her closely, and my thought
,aid: That girl is woudcrfUly liko lilaucUo
boi'tou.

ft ... .VTk.

'1 V y
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Th il "irl is Ukf Wnnchr

Impossible! I looked, after that, but at
that one llgure. The ptw mi l Unring were
thosoof Hliiu die. In standing. Plan he's

always gave one tin impression that
he iiiom owned the grotiu I d:e then stol
ver. In sp aking. or when sisiken to, sho

sisine l to tui n h'-- w hole mitid in the duiv
tion of the subject of the moment, and never
eemed iu inuid to stray or waver from that

uibj'sct
So did this actress. But tho mke-u- p pu- -

tled ma Hair, eyebrows, complexion were
different Tlx- - vi.-- was pitched iu a highor
key tuau t.r I hil heard from UUbcuo.

Once let the doubt lct you as to the
identity of any person long unseen, or seen
sudflenly under unexisi'tol circumstances,
at.d genei ally that doubt remnins until sl

by certain recognition and ludentifiea-tio- n.

Ho did mlno then as to tho identity of
the person before me.

"That gal means binoss," I heard one man
wliisjH-- r to another. "Put her in a tight
place, and she'd shoot"

I noticed that Broener was regarding her
as attentively as I. He heard the remark
mentioned aliove ami suillod, saying
"Rough diamond One as a character
reader iu the house, and one a brilliant on
the stage."

I looked for her name in the cast on the
roughly printed prop-amm- a It read:

"Miss If. Brawn."
Tho stago was not more than twenty feat

in w idth. Once sho stood so near the box I
could have reached forth and touched bor.
Height, contour, bearing all resembled
those of Blanche Sefton. But as to the face,
that was so "made up" as to leave me in
doubt. Once her eye ranged across the box
where I sat. They were Blanche Svftou's
eyes, but thero was no recognition in their
expression. Physically they looked at n!5

otherwise they seemed no more to see Die

than would those of a wax figure.
The nluv was over. The curtain fell. The

audience struggled in a congested state for
exit from the one narrow front entrance.
Broener turned In tho opposite direction to-

ward a (ltsir leading to the stage, saying: "I
hove nn old friend in the company and am
going Is'hind the scenes. Good night"

He had gono. I would go to the stage
door in the rear, and In some way solve my
doubts. But I was impeded by the crowd.
A wretched fracas, U'tween two armed
inebriate), had developel directly in front of
the "opera house," and the lingering mass,
nothing loth to seo bhxxl shed, fluttered up
the passageway and tddewalk.

Freeing myself fnun them at lost I sought
tho Ftnsro door. A high lionrd fence ran
from the middle of the rear of the theatre,
which in reality was but tho wing of another
house. I pot on the w rong side of the fence,
ran back .;nd w ns obligisl to pa--s out again
in front, of the theatre. At last I stood by
the door 1 sought, Two ladies and their
escort pnse 1 out. She certainly was not
of them. The third and last, closely veiled,
finally enme, and accompanying her was
Broener!

Of course, my friend, yon wonld have stayed
in camp thot night, and found out "some-

how" whether the girl was Blanche Sefton or
not I didn't. Had I not seen the lady with
Broener I might have so done. But his pres-

ence put such a complexion on tho matter,
that of the two situations I preferred to lie
in doubt as to Blanche's identity to finding
her thus with Broener, Vhom of course I
pictured as the "dangerous rival," as certainly
ho was in almost any case.

Besides there were imrsTative interests at
Scrub mountain to bo looked aftor imme-

diately. Broener expected me to get the
quartz out of tho caches down to the cabin
us sooti as iKissibla He had given me di-

rections how to find them, and despite his
repulsion of everything from me of grati-
tude, I felt under too much obligation to
him to neglect anything bearing on his
interests.

But the stars on the now long sixteen-mil- e

rifle homeward had lost their sublimity for
me. My 1 rain was in a ferment of coujoc-tnre- .

Wus it Blanche Sefton? and if to, why
was Broener w ith her I He hail gone behind
tho scenes to tee aa "old friend." Blanche
was a mysterious girl. She had passed mucb
of her time away from' home and in New
York, having frequent access thereunto by
her father's sltxip. She had a way of coming
and going and locating herself about where
she pleased with that matter-of-cours- au-

thoritative nir which half stifled gossip and
enabled her to do what other girls dared not
and could not. People snid, "Oh, it's Blanche's
way." Certainly it was, and whom might

have met nnd known, unknown to all
EnNtiKirt, in these "wnys"f

Hulf-jMis- t three o'clock and the morning
had dawned as I drew rein on tho hill and
looked down on Bull Bar, half a mile below
1110. i tie river, snniiiK ny me summer
drought, ran a mere thread with faint mur-
mur over rock and riffle. Iig cabin and tent
lay tliore silent in the cool shadow of early
lawn. One mountain top, fub thirty mile3
away, haa caugtir. tne suu s nerauiing ray ior
tho day. But down there, rocker and long
torn, pick nnd pun. crowbar nnd shovel were
Hung wh.-r- la. t I ho weary workers left them,
nnd the live hundred stalwart men. soon to
renew their battle with hill, bunk and stream,
were Htill in the unconsciousness of slumber

alive, breathing, it is true, but dead to the
world their Ixidies were 111 dead to all
hos' or fear or uuy of the varied emotions
w hich w ould so soon 1 e in full play when the
smoke commenced circling trom those rude
chimneys.

Two or three moving figures were seen on
the river 1111k watchers ol tho uigut
guarding against any sudden rise of tho
stream liable through tho lireuking of dams
nliovo nnd letting down tho vast body of
"backwater,' n fluid uvulanche which would
sweep iH'lore it iu.o cuau muus nan con-

structions.
I roused Mr. nankin nnd returned him his

hoive, which ho put in the stable with tho
nmark that "yesterday was probably his

enevoleiit, day, which would account for
my return alivo. Hut tho next man dies,' ho
adde 1.

Broener returned late In the day. What
a different man wus ho to mo from yester-- 1

liny. IJcspno me regaining
Blanche, I syuipatliizisi now witn the .M.xira
ruling passion. Jealous? Yes, anil jealous
of Broener. All of him that hail previously
attracted nio wei-- now as so many weuioiu
turned ngaitist me brilliant weapons, too,
and used by a skilliil hand.

He noticed tho change in me I cannot say
in my manner. 1 had rather state it that ho
felt, a change something lietween us corn-

ing through those line interior senses which
feel, and sense thoughts, ns the outer ones do
material things.

"You seem out of sorts, " he snid.
I laid it to a headache that convenient

licast of burden, w hich liears so many lies!
"Yonng man," said ho that evening, "were

you ever in lovef"
' I suppose so," I replied. "They say its

part of the programme along w ith whooping
tough and tho measles."

"Well," ho rejoined, "I I am, so
far as 1 am capable of being. At all events,
I've found u wouiuu who 1 think can hold
me."

"May I w ho she Is?"

"Oh, yes. I . is the girl you saw lost night
playing the wife to Iago."

Silentlv we puffed our cigars simultane
ously for u fc v. A cigar is a great
relief to a "il. '0'' i:;g heart." I was never
conscious 1 f inn. h t such character
011 the irt of ' a. organ, mid uso the phrase
ns cohering a gi-- l deal of fcpun 1 applicable
to i'Iksc peculiar situations. 1 snid:

"Will vou think I'm inquisitive if I inquire
if you have known her long."'

"Not nt all. I mailo in r aequamtanisp a
few v!rs ago in a New York Imttrding-hous- e

k. i.t bv her aunt, whom she was visiting. 1

met her, strangvly enough, on my mvtit trip
to San Frnnciscow She had just come out by
the Isthmus w ith the conuwiny you saw,
recognised her on the stage iu San Fran
cisco."

MLt Brown her ml uamef
"No." ... .

I dared not ask the name. Broener ra
mmed after a pause!

"That girl puzzles me. I caut make hur
out Proliably if I could I should not be so
much attracted to her. I find that initio is a
nature always demanding to fa:hom see
through women, and ceasing to worship
them when soon through.

I felt then a gleam of comfort If It waa
Blanche Sefton, I more than hofied that Broe
ner had no shallow depth to fathom. Y et I
still feared him. He w as to me deep, diaboli
cally deep, and powerful, too.

"Perhaps you've met your match at last," I
ventured to say.

"Well, I hope I have. I need a match.
Excuse me," be added; "I detest puns and
punsters. This was an accident She's a
strong character self-noise- t, im
passioned on the outnide with boiling depths
below, which no one has ever yet brought to
the surface it least. I Judce so. She's miles
beyond the jieople she's traveling with. They
see and know of her only as much as she
chooses to show a tenth, perhaps only a
tweutieth only what they're able to see and
appreciate, or what she allows them to see.
0xxl judgment, that Kb nse in show ing any
more cards than you want to uso in any
game,"

"Do you call hers n gnme, toor I OHkert.

"As I look on lifo and people yes. Yet
possibly with her, thus far. nn unconscious
one as to motive. What some call nobility
of character, Ls so well expressed with her
that I am content to admire it without too
deeply analyzing it"

"You fear, then, vou might find the bass
metal underneath the gilding?"

"My lior, I don't cam to put myself on
that train of thought If I pursue an illu-
sion, I want it ever to remain one."

I fortiori! from asking If he knew her real
name. Hroener si iiuieiinniiie manner sam to

. plain as words. "Hands ofl"."'

''I shall go to Mnrysvillo next week," ho
snid nftcr a pause. "Tho company play
there on the COth."

"Weil," I thought to invsf'l. ns I crept Into
my blankets, "Mnrysvillo, love nnd mystery
on one side. Pratt, hatred and more mys
tery for Bull Bar on the other. I seeiu to
Im a fulcrum for events to teeter on."

To be Continued

II. II. Itromwell Co., ChlriiK's- -

Leiullng Fine Furriers, have just opened,
lu connection with their largo Fur luwi- -

ness, iui state street tnuar 1110 rainier
House. ChlcaiM). tho largest and finest line
of Imported Millinery evt-- shown West.
Our lady readers should give them a call,
as they can ul ways rely upon strictly first- -

class goods at "Popular Prices."

H your neighborhixHl is damp an
mursliy, and Chills and Fever prevail, use
Nichols' Hark and Iron; it is a never fail-
ing antidote to all Atmospheric or Malarial
Poisons, and it is ut one and the same time
a corrective stimulant and tonic.

A Pukwana, D. T., hotel advertises a
amoag Its attraction a "cyclone cellar"
with-a- easy slide into it in case of dunger.

To Regulate
FAVORITE. HOME REMEDY itm warranted ntt tu contain a single par-
ticle of Menitry or any injurious sub-

stance, but is purely nesetublv.
It will Cure all Diseases caused

by Derangement of the Liver,
Kidneys and Stomach.

If your Liver is out of order, then your
whole system is deranged. The blood is
impure, the breaib offensive; you have
headache, feel languid, dispirited and
nervous. To prevent a more serious con-
dition, take at once Simmons

fTTflfl REGULATOR. If you fead a
I.I If P K sedentary life, er suffer uiih
JUJL f UlV Kidney Affections, avoid
stimulants and take Simmons Liver Regulator.
Sure to relieve.

If you have eaten anything hard of
digestion, or feel heavy after meals or
sleepless at nlht, take a dose ami you
will feel relieved and sleep pleasantly.

If you art a miserable sufferer witS
Constipation, Dyspepsia and
lllliousness, seek relief at once in
Simmons Liver Regulator. It docs not
require continual dosing, and costs but a
trine. It will cure you.

If you wake up in the morning with a
bitter, bad uute 111 your mouth,

III II TTTi Simmons Liver Regulator. It cor--

U m reels the liilious Stomach, sweetens
JL XUsVU the breath, and cleanses the Furred

Tongue. Children often need some safe Cathar
tic and Tonic to avert approaching sickness.
Simmons Liver Regulator w ill relieve Colic, Head-

ache. Sick Stomach, Indigestion, Pvsentcry, and
the Complaints incident to Childhood.

At nv time vou feel vrmr system needs
cleansing, toning, regulating wiilmnt violent
purging, or stimulating without intoxi-
cating, uke

inbrink0
PREPARED BY

H. ZEILIH & CO., Philadelphia, Pa.

The Lino elected by tho U.S.Cov't
to carry xno hast man.

mm i
" "'

The Only Throueh Lin, with its own tuck, btwn
chicaco, . n p a bi r n
Eitht by way of Omtha, Pacific Junction, Atchison or

Kansas city, it vtvenrs n 01 m
ILLINOIS, IOWA. MISSOURI.

iirE-imi- KANSAS. COLORADO.
With bisnch linss to thsit important cum snd towns. Il

tuns evsry day in th yeai tiom on to thite IrRantly

qu ppa tnrougn trains ovti n ww. -

Chicago nnd Denver,
Chicago and Omaha,

Chicago and Council C luffs,
Chicago and St. Joseph,

Chicago and Atchison,
Chicago and Kansas City,

Chicago and-Topcka- ,

ChFcago and St. Paul,
Chfcags and Sioux City,

Pecla and Council BltifTs,
Poorla and Kansas City,

St. Louis and Omaha,
St. Louis and St. Paul,

St. Louis and Rock island,
Kansas City and Denver,

Kansas City and St. Paul,
Kansas City and Omaha,

Kansa3 City and Deo ?..omes.
At escft cf us ! Ejstem and Vtm te.rrmi ft

eenMCtsm G .sd Un.or D.po-- s w.th Ihxugh T.m to

and wm H r"" 'h U"'ti rd Canada.
It iti. Pnncipal Lin to and , om

San Francisco, PortLsd ac& Cily cf fcaxlsa

fa, T.ckts. Rsrts, CUnl Information, etc,
Sh Bu'lrngton Rout., call o any Ticket Agant in tn

Umld Stis 01 Cwiad v or addms
HinXt B. STONF, KRCCVAL 10V.TX

CiVIMiM ' f, Oe- -. I Pa. Aftnt,
CHICAGO. . 4

W m mmwm ut IKltiUIHTTI Am' i'r..n 1TII8frHI M A. TlMiRI.KU tO..IUl.TIHE.P

TRAUE VZ MARK.

( 0U6H
Free from Opiate, ICmcties aU I'oisoH.

SAFE.
SURE.
PROMPT.
AT lKI'llilM I at INtl KaxAlMIH. v.

TI1K lll kKUji A VOi.LLKtt CO., DALT13I0RE,

GEO. W. BaVSHS,

tvs
Instiranco Husins.

tr MtiH TO 1jAI
..it 'ast Cur.iar 1' e Ulocli. Ottawa i.imoU.

ur 1

Sewiiil lacm
ALL K1NPB.

We will pell von a hrst-- i Muchiuc rljf
than any ou 111 itilx cniniy, either fur vhsIi tusu.il-men-

nil ami oa liana. All M vrftinus mil
warranted, ('nil and tito

Oiuwa, Jan. I ' - 4. F. U. S A KLTsf.K UO.

THE BEST
boon ever hrstowed upon nan Is perfect
health, and the true way to insure health
is to purify your hlootl with Ayer's Sarsa-paril- la.

Mrs. Eliza A. Clough, S4 Arling-

ton St., Lowell, JLass., writes: "Every
winter and spring my family, including
myself, use several bottles of Ayer's lla.

Experience has convinced mo

that, aa a powerful

Blood
purifier, it Is very much superior to any
other preparation of Sarsaparilla. All
persons of M'rofulous or consumptive ten-

dencies, ami especially delicate children,
are sure to ho greatly benefited by its
use." J. '. Shirr, Laconia, Iowu, writes :

" For years I was troubled with Scrofu-

lous complaints. I tried several different
preparations, which did me little, if any,
good. Two bottles of Ayer's Sarsapa-

rilla effected n complete cure. It is my
opinion th:4 this medicine is the best
blood

Purifier
of the day." C. E. Upton, Nashua, N.n.,
writes : " For a number of year I
was troubled with a humor in my eyes,

and unable to obtain relief until I com-

menced using Ayer's Sarsaparilla. 1 have

taken several bottles, am greatly bene-

fited, and believe it to be the best of blond

purifiers." K. Harris, Creel City, Ihimscy

Co., Dakota, writes: "I have been an
intense sufferer, with Dyspepsia, ff this

past three years. Six mouths u;,'o 1 lxgau

Sarsaparilla
It has effected an entire cure, ami I a:u

Low as well as ever."'

Sold Ly all Druggists.

Prico $1 Six buttles, $3.
Prepared by Dr. J. C. Aver A Co., Lowell,

iMuss., L. S. A.

THREE GREAT CITIES "e WEST

LINKED TOGETHER BT THE CHEAT

nmnAnn s. ai tun h i
The Stiort Line and the Ilcst r.oute to

KANSAS CITY 1ST. LOUIS
And all points vt I Ana oil points tis

1 AMI A5 CITY. ST. LOUIS.
numnRn m CAST and NORTH
wun.jrifc' v - .

Tlio roptllnr xino 10 i,aiiiui"
PALACE RECLINING CHAIR CARS

Fm. ft, Txt rn. Tharffe.

Meal,, 75 cents.

I'niirinii ostv. whim
An cqulrmcnt not equaled liy ar.y other '.ire.

v,ir. .rnln. run ttironch without chance riv' .

neiUons nro in i.n- - -- -

u
Tho ria'i''rt t'nsiox uorTi? m tcm

NorrlK IM'0l..;i':V,.;7:',i; ..Vi:;
K Y 1)1 ST (II OHADO. NKM

Vi k! u ovt A 1.1 VOll rW1 1? o'iu:
UiT.r' rlt'-H'.n- s lu the auuiu,
i ll tl.llltMA. . . . .

.I'vi'tirstcll. l.oUIKl I r'j ut.'i ."I-- "K 'v

Voii'U.'iia Tl.r..iigli Tick. to all rolnn Fastor
We North an.l South, ore on tale t a'.l nines, at a
,..',,... Ir inf. nor lhu'f.

for further laluriiuilon ac.l Itwest rates. arrT t

ABT IleVet Icfat CIHClCd 4 AUOM U. K.

Or to JAMES CHARLTON,

l. M. OATE3,
esemTrTeUiic Affcnt Chicago Alton Ranrot

C'li'CAuU, Ai.A

. J. C. McMULLIN, t.

a SJ t k . UfUat


